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10 QUESTIONS

Theodore P. Savas

An interview with Ted Savas, the leader of
one of ACG’s favorite military history presses, Savas Beatie,
“Publishers of Historical Titles of Distinction.”

PPerell You are a law school graduate,

and you practiced law for over a
decade. What made you decide to go into
the publishing business?

SAVAS: My grandfather told me to spend
my life doing something I loved enough to do
for free. [ enjoyed law but I did not love it. My
passion has always been history and books. I
sold Savas Publishing in 2001; my partner,
Russel “Cap” Beatie (attorney, NYC), pulled
me back into publishing in 2003. [ can’t think
of anything better, and I hope what we are
doing contributes something worthwhile to
our culture and to posterity.

In addition to being a publisher,
you have been the author or editor
of 14 books, including A Guide to the Bat-
tles of the American Revolution, Hunt and
Kill: U-505 and the U-boat War in the At-
lantic, and Nazi Millionaires: The Search
for Hidden 8§ Gold. Is it possible to single
out one book as your personal favorite?
SAVAS: That is difficult because I have to
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love a project to dedicate my time to it. |
would say that developing the concept for
(and then editing) Silent Hunters: German
U-boat Commanders of World War II, and
following up with Hunt and Kill, are at the
top of the list. They paved the way for me to
meet and become friends with two people
who made history — Knight's Cross recipi-
ents Erich Topp (U-552) and Juergen
QOesten (U-861) — and the wonderful con-
tributors to each volume. Those titles still
generate mail and interest from around the
world. I think they are solid contributions
that will stand the test of time well, [Editor’s
Note: See our 10 Questions interview with
Erich Topp, March 2007 ACG.]

ACG You obviously have a personal

interest in history in general and

military history in particular. What
sparked that interest?

SAVAS: | was born with a susceptibility

to the history virus. Being Greek, we built

shields and spears as kids and re-created

Thermopylae in the backyard, and we
played army with real World War II weapons
and helmets. My dad shared stories about
his service in World War 1I in the Air Force
flying paratroopers and supplies with the
Troop Carrier Squadrons on D-Day. When 1
was about 11, my grandfather brought
home a battered copy of [Douglas Southall]
Freeman's Lee’s Lieutenants (Vol. 1) he
found at a rummage sale. 1 read it cover to
cover, found and read the next two volumes,
signed up for the History Book Club, and set
off on the trail that has led me to where [ am
at this point in my life.

Your many accomplishments in-
clude teaching history, law and
business college classes for more than 16
years. What drew you to teaching?

SAVAS: I played piano and bass for 12
years, and after my last serious rock band
disbanded in 1981, | was really unsure what
to do. I worked toward a history teaching
degree, and the next year I was student
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“I can’t think of anything better [than publishing],
and I hope what we are doing contributes something

to our culture and to posterity.”
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COURTESY, TED SAVAS

While practicing law, Ted Savas built and sold his first publishing company. Fellow attorney Russel H. “Cap” Beatie (NYC) urged his return and together they 3
founded Savas Beatie LLC in late 2003. Savas is the managing director of the growing independent house — one of ACG's favorite military history presses.

teaching before a high school American his-
tory class — and the lightbulb went on. I
oved engaging with them! I taught for two
semesters in the undergraduate college at
the University of lowa during my third year
f law school and a few years later began
teaching at night — and I have never really
stopped. I forego all forms of technology
and use a vigorous Socratic method. Power-
“oint and the rest is a waste of time, in my
pinion, Stifling, politically correct speech is
dangerous to our great republic —I forbid its
ase in my classroom. When I succeed in
showing students that history matters — it af-
‘ects everything in their daily lives — they tell
me the classes change their perspective on
the world. That makes it worthwhile.

Armchair General recently select-
ed Savas Beatie as one of “Our
Favorite Military History Presses.” (See
Bookshelf, January 2008.) With excellent
authors, high production values and a
wide variety of historical subjects, Savas
Beatie really lives up to its motto as a
“publisher of historical titles of distinc-
tion.” What criteria do you use to select
the manuscripts you publish?

SAVAS: And we were very pleased you
selected us — thank you. We receive a small
mountain of proposals, but few pass the ini-
tial hurdles of being original in coverage and
research. If they do, then we immediately
zero in on the author(s). We have learned
the hard way a couple of times that no mat-
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ter how good the manuscript is, if the author
is difficult to work with, and/or has little or
no interest in helping promote his book,
sales will lag and everyone ends up unhappy.
Especially in today’s marketplace, author
participation is critical to commercial suc-
cess. [ have blogged extensively on this sub-
ject at savasbeatie.blogspot.com, and your
readers might want to read the posts.

Weel In 2007, you published The Maps
of Gettysburg by Brad Gottfried, an
outstanding examination of the entire Civil
War 1863 Gettysburg campaign presented
in 144 full-page maps. Has the success of
this book’s format (a detailed description of
the action appears on the page facing each
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